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Speech by the Hon. George R.
Latham, of the 2nd West Va.
Congressional District, in
the House of Represen-
tatives, May 20th.

Mr. Speaker, we seem to have fallen
upon un age of theories, We are told
from day to-day with much seeming
sincerity and an air of the most pro-
found political sagacity that the Unlon
when restored must be restored upon a
basis which will mnake it as permunent
as the everlnsting bilsaod ns invuloer-
able ns the throneof the Eternunl, and
with such safeguurds that even treason
will no louger be ramlhle within fits
Jjurisdiction. I need mot refer to pnr-
tleulnrs or quote nuthorities or preco-
dents upon this point to show
that T stute the case fairly. To nt-
tempt to do so would be bnt to
to recite s hundred speeches made upon
thizs floor during the present session.
and the daily editorinls of a thousund
pewspapers, - mude and ublished
throoghout the length and breadth of
the land during the same period, and
would beonly anipsipid; reiteration of
whut everybody knows. The people
have heard so much npon this subject,
they buve heard ‘such declurations so
often mnd so confidently mude, and
by those whow Lhey have confi-
dence will do what they themselves
gay ought to be done and musc be done,
that those of them who really love their
country and are devoted to their Gov-
ernment are almost ready to believe
that the long-looked for millennim will
be ushered in with the reconstruction
of the Union.

The only question with them is, how
{s it to be'done? The nation has been
in labor upon this subject for s8ix
months, until recently relieved by the
delivery of the congressional commit-
tee on reconstruction. All now, ex-
cept! a few copperheads and their
sympathizers in the conntry, throw up
their hats and excluim, "It is done!
Eurekall” Now, sir, my mind Is not

advasiages %o constituted and has not been so edu-
WHY NOT; ented as to enuble me to weave fine-

= spun theories or to comprebend the

BUY YOUR metaplysical affinity beiween prinel-

ples which seem to huve no connection
with ench other; and it is for the pur-
pose of stating as briefly and eandidly
us possible the difficulties under which
1 am Inboring with reference. to the
series ol measures now under consider-
ation, with n view to having those dif-
floulties removed by the Gamaliels of
the House, nt whose feet T so willingly
sit, that I have sought thi® opportunity
of nddressing you. And as I desire to
be ns brief as possible, T will enter at
once upon & statement of my cuse.

With reference to the disqualifylng
bill reported by the commitiee, but
which is not now under immedinte
consideration, I bave no difficuliy; and
son may extend the disqualificution of
the enemles of my country [o any ex-
tent you plense without doing nny vio-
lence to my  feelings.  AllTask with
rejerence fo this billis an opportunity
to vote upon it, I confess, however,
that I do not see that the bill addsany-
thing to the disqualifications which
now. exist, or disqualifies any one who
js not disqualifed by existing laws.
No ope who ever gave voluntary aid to
thefrobellion is now permitted to qualite
in any position of trust under the Fed-
ersl Government without taking the
test oath; and of course nn one would
be permitted to tnke the test oath nnd
enter upon the dischnrge of oflivial do-
ties under the Governinent i it was
known it the tiine that he was commit
ting perjury. 4

Furtlier, should it be objected that
the test/onth muy be declded unconsti-
tutional or that it may be repenled by a
majority - vote, I reply that the test
onth nnd this bill stand  constitutional-
Iy upon exnctly similar foundations,
But I pass to_the consideration of the
nl-nensum under immediate considera-
Llun.
Now, sir, the prominent idea with me,
and, with gentlemen who advocite
this mensure, is to restore the Union
upon a basis which will secure the fu-
ture peace of the country. This idea is
inseparably connected in my mind with
whntever is denominated u plan of re-
construction or ‘restoration,  Now, I
propose to exsmine the provisions of
this bill nnd test them severally and as
u whole by thisrula,  This bill recltes
an amendment to the Constiiution of
the United Stutes as having been sub.
mitted by Gongress (b ilie several States
for their tinnl action, and provides, in
substance ut Jedat, thnt the rutificatlon’
of this amendment shall be a condition-

_precedent to the right of represéntation

in the eleven States Iately constituting
the so-ealled confederato  States of
Ameried. “This amendment contalns
four distinet propositions.

The first providea thataio State shall
meke any diserimination in civil righta
of citizens of the United Siates on se-
count of race, color, or previous condi-
tion of slavery. Ii the the term ‘*civil
rights” be construed not to include
whot Is properly understood as *politi-
cal rights,” I think this provision just
within itself, and thut it probably in-
cludes nothing more than the Constitu-
tion originally intended toinclude, But,
air, we nre not éalled upon to consider
this proposition 88 connected with this
bill on its individual merits, That was
done when it was under consideration
by this House as aconstitutiondl amend-
ment. Wae nre now called npon to con-
sider its bearing npon reconstroction—
how, under its operation, rebellion und
treason will be rendered im ible, or
the Government will be mude stronger
to resist nnd overcome them, Thisfsir,
is the point which is beyond my ¢com-

rehension, and upon which I desire

nformution.

In what way wonld constitutional
equality of “civil rights’ preyeat. the
muanufiicturers. of - Mussacbuselis, the
distillers of Penosylvanin or elsewhere,
or the cotlon-growers ol the South from
resisting furcibly the exécution of un-
justand oppressive laws, or from at-
tempting (o establish an independent
governmbnt, iT in their opinion such
government would be more conduciva
to their best intérests than the Federal
Government? Ina word, what addi-
tional murl!i for future pence would
be given by this provision, or whut ad-
ditional power would it give to the Gov-
ernment 1o crush rebellion or punish
treason? Besides, sir, the “civil righta
biil, ! whichisnow alaw, and is enforced
n'T by Ten Btate ofti-
cers, covers exuctly the same'ground as
this amendment aud yet the Congress
whieh p d this bill to recog
nize the right of representation in a
State which: enforces it by its own
officers, until the Constitution can be
amended in m particular which when
accomplshed will give to Congress no
power which it has not exercised with-
out the ameéndment, \
/' The secopd proposition{in this bill'is
to bass representaiion upon suffrage
instead of sggregate numbers, as at
present. 1 contess I am more donbtful
of the mierits of this as & distinet propa-
sition than of the other. Taxationand
representation ure principles the sepa-
ration of which has never before been
auempted, or for''an moment counte-
panced by the American people.  Thelr
attemp! separation by the Brilish
Parliament precipitated the American
Revolution,and theirunion was the one
principle upon whigh our forafuthers
were unitea throu@fout the bloodiest

conflicta and darkeat hours of that
y ble stroggle. It is the
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thaf this proposition too should go to
the people for their consideration as an
amendment to the Constitution of the
Uunited Stutes,

Thisa pro{mgiuon, howevar, and the
first of which I have a);uken, are not of
the issues which were involved in and
decided by the late war., They were as
germane, as fundamentnl principles

n which to erectour political fubric
when the constitution was framed, and
at any time prior to the war, as now.
If they ave right In our form of govern-
ment now, they were right then; ifthey
were wrong thep, they ars Wrong now;
and there Is, in my humble opinion, no
propriety In attempting to connect them
witli the question of the restoration of
the Union. How would this provision,
if incorporated into the constilution,
deprive the people of any portion of the
country of the power to rebel against
it, or givetothe Government uny power
to crush such rebellion which it does
not now possess? The history of the
world does not Ernvn that depriving
any portien of the people of political
rights or of political power ever made
them better eitlzens or more loyal sub-
Jects.

With reference to the third or disfran~
chising proposition, I huve only to say
that I regurd it as wholly lmprucl.iml’;

of nations prevailed during the war
and must prevail during the settlement
rowing out of §t? 1 ndmit that tha
Tnited States had the right to, and did,
eéxercise and accord belligerent rights
during the war (o an extent jus tied
either by policy or the dictates of hn-
manity; but in so doing they never for
a moment surcendered the rights of the
sovereign ; and that upon the submis-
sion of those in rebellion to the consti-
tution and laws the right to the exer-
cise of belligerent powers under the
law of mnstions censed, Sovercignty
alone prevalled—had trinmphed ; the
eonstitution and municipal law of the
land attached, and the trentment
to be sccorded the offenders must be
nnder the provisions of, and in accord-
ance with these instead of the law of
nutions, ndministered by the United
States as soveraign and not as belliger-
ent. Whao, until at the present time,
ever beard of & sovereign power gov-
erning in tiie of pence uny portion pf
its subjects ns belligerents under the
law of natlons? Oh, what foola the
wise men of past generations have
been! How they must have desired to
see the things that we sce, to hear the
things thut we hear, to know the lhinﬁn
thut we know! How hard to die with-
out i hearing, and knowing

ble, and, as ealeulnted, if notintend
todefeat the whole plan for the restora-
tion of the States lutely overrun by the
rebellion until after the next presiden-
tinl election. Its effect, whatever its
purpose may be, Is purely partisan, be-
cause in the nature of things it can
never be ratified, and its ratitication is
madea condition-precedent to restora-
tion.g0n this account only I voted
aguainst tho entire proposition as a con-
atitutional amendment,

T'nin in favor of restoration, and this
proposition is opposed tojt. That1s the
slnple issue. Gentlemen pretend, and
thecountry, eredulous, and not given to
thorongh investigntion, but disposed to
take things as they appear on Lheir
fice, balieve that this House has voted,
by voting for this proposition, to dis-
trunchise rebels. e Issue is decep-
tive, is flso.  ‘Those occupying the po-
sition to which the responsibility at-
tnches have voted to shift 'that reapon-
aibility by submitting the question of
disfranchisement to the rebels them-
selves, Sir, whut wounld you think of
the Judge who, upon the trial of a pris-
oner for murder, when lht‘.’iur}‘ brought
in their verdiet of “guilty,” should say
to the crimninul, *You ure convicted by
the evidence : the finding of the jury is
‘guilty;! the penally of the law'is that
you hang by the neck until you are
iead; you deserve to bung, bot I pro-
pose to submit the question of hanging
o yourself?” This House, sir, has
done aas moch.

If the committea on reconstruction
found, upon thissix mionths' investigu-
tion thunt the governments of Lhe
“Siates lately constituting the so-call-
od Confederato Buntes of America’ are
ir. the hands of, or controlled by the
enemies ofthe United Siates, why did
they not sny so, and bring in a bill pro-
viding for wresting those Stale govern-
ments from the hands of our enemies,
and placing them in the hunds of our
friends, thot we miﬁhr. Bct upon some-
thing practical, and that the country
might understund what we meant?
The committes was organized with in-
structions to inguire into the condition
of those Siates, und report the result of
suchinguiry to Congress, If this is all
they intend to report, they have mot
diseharged the duty which was impos-
ed upon them.

My lmpression is that the tronblesby
which we find thesnbject ol reconstruac-
tion now surrounded do not of necessi-
Ay result from the appointment of a
‘commiltee or from the investigation,
Ordinarily the report of the President,
the sworn executive officer of the Gov-
ernment, should be conclusive upon
guestions Involving the barmonious
relutions of the several parts of the
Union, the execution of, nnd obedience
to the law; but Ido not regard such re-
port as necessurily conelusive, and con-
sequently the appointment of a com-
mittee with the instructions given this
one wis not, in my opinion, unwise.
The present wenkly, sickly, puny con-
dition of the child 15 not the necessary
consequence ol huvinglglven it out to
nurse, but of giving it to those who
cared not for its life.

s\Upon the merits of the fourth as a
dist nctl;egmpmliuon I presume we ure
all ngr , but how i1s ndoption is to
prevent unother rebellion is the polnt
upon which T'desire information.

I now usk indulgence for a foew mo-
meuts while I explain as briefly as pos-
sible the ditficulties which stund in the
way of ‘my supﬂon to this bill' ns a
whole. Before, however, entering di-
rectly upon this discussion I will just
here reminrk thut I do not comprehend
haw or why the reconstructivn or re-
storution of the Stales lately overrun
by the rebellion, involves the necessity
of reconstracting the Constitution and
Government of the United Stntes. Was
the Government of the Unlted States
overthrown, or were any of 118 parts ovr
functions destroyed by the rebellion?
If not, where or why the necessity of its
reconstruction? Did the rebellion ex-
pose Impérfection or wenkness io any
of its parts? Or did_ we, during I8 ex-
istence, fwel the need of the exerclse of
uny power which we did not at the
same time feel we hnd the right to ex-
ercise? 'Did we experlence during the
rebellion that uny chunge in the Constl-
tution, or even in the form of oor Gov-
ernment, conld mnke us stronger than
We ware'

Sir, we had the right to use, and did
use, ull the means which God and na-
ture had given us to preserve the life of
the Republio. More men and morse
woney were the only agencies which
could’have given usudditional streogih
and constitutional amendments could
not supply these demands. Sir, even
the success of the rebellion would huve
proved nothing ogainst the wisdom of
the provisions of our Constitution, the
success of republican  institutions, oc
the strength- nnd permanence of our
form of guvernment which it would
mot have Yrovud. equally agninst that
system called the law of nations, and
which we are informed supplunted the
Constitution during the war, Much
less doea the mere fact of rebellion
prove suything sguinst either, for ull
the systems of which we have any in-
formution, from the most arbitrary and
unjust on earch to that which was es-
tablished by eternal wisdom for the

vernment of angels In beaven, huve
ean nssailed by organized rebellion.

“Irreversible guarantees sgainst re-
bellion” are a myth, n farce, & decep-
tion—mere clap-trap, coined for party
purposcs—the device of demagoguery,
und not the dictate of statesmansbip,
Security aguinst rebellion is in the uﬁ-
ministration rather thati in the form of
‘government. Place all political power
secarely in the hands of its friends,
and then make it, by the mauner of its
wdministration, what the Almighty in-
tended civil government to be—"a ter-
ror to evil-doers, and a praise to them
that do well"—by making the ponish-
ment of crimne and the reward of virtuo
swilt and certain, and Eou have the
gurrantees, and wll the guarantees
against the renewal of the contlict here
that the Almighty has in heaven
agninst its renewal there,

nm,am_t._wo}:ﬂnei Tes involved In
the provisions of this blll which I de-
#ire to notice. First, that the approval

:éthree—founhs of the Niates now rep-

ented in Congress is sutficient to rati-
fy the constitutional amendment. And
second, that the ratification of the con-
stitutional amendment recited In this
‘bill & bea condition precedent to the
‘right of representation in the Stutes
now unrepresented in Congréss., These
Iprineiples are necessarily based upon
the presumption that these are not now

Btates of the' American Unlon. I this

sumptior ,.b!-__&{llﬂ:'l_ ask gentlemen
when and by what act they ceased
be States T “Was it by the &et of rebel-
lipn? That I admit was the design of
the rebellion ; but the rebellion fsiled

|in its pur}mmh\;ﬁu‘ it by the formal
ina

Mct orord. socession T To state

this proposition Is now to answer it.

Lo | rights duting the Inta

them.

Sir, I assert without fear ofoverreach-
ing the principles of law governing the
cuse, thut loyal citizens, g being fora
time overpowered by the rebellion,
huve lost noneé of the rights which at-
tuch or ever attnched to them by virtue
of the Constitation of the United States;
and that consequently when they re-
slore their State governments in har-
mony with that of the United States,
they are entitled toexercise all the fane-
tions of u Stute. nnd to all the rights of
& State in'the Union. 1 say the *loynl
citizens," for I believe the disloynl are
entitled under the constitution to no
right excepttheright to be hung, When,
bowever, nn amnesty or pardon for past
offenseais granted, the party having re-
ceived it may then nrpoul for protection,
wnd as of right in all matters affected or
reached by such amnesty or pardon, to
that law “which, hnd it been enforced
uguinst him,wight have domanded even
his life, The Iaw ngainst which he hud
offended and by which he wus con-
demned, wliich, while under condemni-
tion, only thundered its anstheumnns
neninst him, hos, upon pardon and
reconellistion, become his friend and
the advocate of his rights which_attach
by virtue of such pardon. Now, in
what do these rights consist? Do they
consist solely of what we term *‘civil
rlghl.u]" or do they include *'political
rights'” also? My own impression is
that they include just what Lhe sover-
eign granting the pardon may elect to
have them include, mnolhing more,
nothing less. And thatirit is not yet
safe to trust politieal power in the
hands of the reconstructed, it should
simply be withheld from them, and
that those only who have been contin-
uously loyal should be permitted to
exercise L

The commitiee, however, has failed to
give us any information as to whether
Lthose Sinte orgnnizations are in the
hands of the friends or the eneniies ol
the Federnl Government, or whether
those recently in rebellion, buot who,
hiave been purdoned, muy yet be safely
invested with “political rights.” Where
Is the protection orencoursgement they
{nmpu_w for the Union men of the South?

Vhere, where are the recommenduations
of this commi.tee upon the most vital
question of the duy, or involved in all
the issues now upon us—the reward
and encourngementoflloynlty in the see-
tion lutely nverrun by rebellion? Echo
answers, wherel Gentlemen have lnbor-
ed hurd to prove that the logal arein
like condempnation with the disloyal,
becanse they were within rebel lines
during the war; that all ure “alien ene-
mnies'" together; that the lnw of nations
justities us in treating themn ns such,
und that we can make no discrimina-
tion between them. Lot ussee how
thisis:. Alleginnce and protection ars
reciprocal duties, binding, theons'upon
the citizen, the other upon the Govern-
ment; and inseparnbly connected with
the fuithful observance of all the obli-
gations of alleginnee are all the rights
which uttach by wirtue of citizenship.
Now, when do these mutunl obligations
cense? Vauttel, puge 96, suys: :

“The natural subjects of & prince are bound
to him without any ollier réserve Lhan the
mndsmental lnws; It 1s thelr duty to remaln
rivlihiral to him, as it is his, on the other haud,
to take care to govern them well, Both par-
thes Liave but one commuon oterest; the peo-
ple and 1he prince together conutute butnne
complete whole, ope aud the same soclety.
It 1s,1then, ao essantinl und oecessary coudi-
tion of poiltical somety thit tho suljécls re-
main guited to thelr prioce o8 fr ns in their
power.””

Am T told that the Iate eivil war dis-
severed all these bonds nnd relieved
both parties from the observance of
these reciprocal obligations and duties?
Chitty, in his note to Vuttel, page 97,
BUYS:

“No Individoal can shake off his patural
alleglance until the partof country where he

r 15 Cutseot

q and the
purent Htate has llcf:nowle\lgud tl
ou."

0 BeVer-

And in bis treatise on commercial
Iaw, page 129, ho elnborates the samoe
doctrine; nnd I assert, without fear of
sueeessiul contradiction, that all the
authorities on public  law, where
they touch upon this doctrine, con-
firm it.

The questions, how the subjects of a
government who have been enguaged
In an unsuccessful rebellion many be
treated, nnd how loyal citizens resid-
ing within the rebellious districts
shoald be regarded, have never been
questions légitimaiely belonging to the
department of iul.nrnatlmm{‘ law; be-
csuse ns subjects and citizens they ure
the ohjects of the local municipal regu-
Intions and laws of the country; the
law of nations ceases Lo operats as 00N
as the atute of war censes to exist; apd
when we look to works of internation-
al luw for authoritiea or' precidents
upon these points, wa bécome bewil-
dered beenuse we are traveling out of
the record. I have, however, some au-
thorities whieh, though not bearlnﬁ
directly npon these ggintn, go+bayon
and cover them. ese  nuthorities
presuppos rily, use wise
inen who have written upon these sub-
jects, never dreamed of the application
of the principles of intérnationunl lnw to
a couniry subssguent to the oyverthrow
of ap unsuccessful rebellion. These
suthorities then presnppose the Success
of the rebellion and the permanent par-
tition of the country. In the caseof
Respublica v»s. Samuel Chupmnap, 1
Dallas, page 58, the Court held that—

“None ars subjects of lil;n adopted govern-

except as might makes right, to extend
over them the provisions of younr mu-
nicipal lnw for the collection of taxes,
and for other purposes, than you have
to extend them over the le of Mex-
fco, China, or the Russinn empire. And
why is Jefl Davis to-day a State prison-
er if you can deal with him only in ac-
cordance with the law of nations?
‘The United States, sir, by the resolt of
the late war, have acquired no right by
connnest which does not legitimately
belong to them as sovereign., It was
simply a resssertion and trinmphant
vindication of theirdis?ul.edauvereign-
ty. The application of the law of na-
tions works an extension or enlarge-
ment rather than a forfeitore or limita-
tion of the rights of revolted subjeets
during the revolt, batall the rights and
remedies of the sovereign, and all the
pains and penalties which the law de-
nounces agninst the offenders, an en-
largement of power in the government,
and an abridgment of the rights of the
offender, attach immediately upon the
vindication of thenational integiity.

I know thatI am now trenching npon
the doctrines of the distinguished gen-
tleman from Pennsylvang: [Mr. Ste-
vens,] and I desire information from
him upon the point I now make, Ad-
mtt, for sake of argument, that all
within the lines of the Iate rebellion
wore and are “aliotl enemies.” By
wlml‘.trrlncl le or upon what anthority
would you define the limits of the late
rebellion with sufficient certainty to
ascertain. who are “alien enemies?"
When and by whom ware they so de-
fined? Was'it by the President in his

roclamation of August 16, 18617 The
Government ot Great Britain accorded
“‘polligerent rights™ to the rebels, b
proclamation of the Queen, on the 13t
duy of May, 1861. The right to the ex-
ercise of *‘belligerent rights” by the
United States has been recognized by
the Supreme Court from the 15th of
May, 1861, nnd the President frequently
chunged the limits by proclamations of
différent dates, and on April 2, 1866, de-
cliured it “without form and void,”
without a “loeal habitation or a name."”
As [ remarked in this House, on the

Unlon upon principles which promise
security to the country and do justice
own den andlong overrun
lls!; of the S;mth, u%g' vhi';&h do
render freason im sim,

lngalising it. T could even T
bill, not, however, as an witimatum, if
this monstrous doctrine was expun,

from it; for though I would not make
the reconstruction of the Government
of the United States » condition for the
restoration of the Union, T would be
willing for restoration to take place
either with or without the other condi-
tions contained in this bill, the essen-
tials ofloynlty, properly organized con-
stituency , being compilied with,

If the State governments, organized
under the ausplces of the P ent, are
to be nccepted as legitimate—and which
is necessarily to be inferred from the
action of the comisities, becausa they
do not, after six months® investigation,

T any change—then let us say so,
and let the country so understand L
If they nre not to be necepted ns legiti
mate, then let the commiitee recom-
mend what changes shall be made and
how, and I venture it will be done. A
stroke of his pen and a erack of his

1
no
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try and the world will approve and
{ustiry ir. I need not tell you, sir, that

t is time Con bad a practicable
policy before the country. o eyes of
the world nre on us, and the historian

pauses with Ink-dip) pen. What
shall he write—that the virtue, intelli-
, and patrioti of-the American

8th day of January last, “the re
wns never bounded by State lines, but
its authority was extended whereverits
power could earry it.”” The Supreme
vourt of the United States, upon this
Eulu&, (2 Black, page 673, the decision

eing mnde during the existence of the
rebellion,) say:

“[t has n boundary marked by lines of bay-
onets, sod walch can be crossed oulfr oy
furee; south of this line 18 encwy’s territory,
pecanse 1t 14 clalmed and held in possessiol
;l:gw:"rl o hostile, and belligerent

Now, who ean define any fixed Hlinits
to the rebellion? To-day that “line of
bayoneta” i at Gettysburg, and all
“gonth of that line isenemy’s territory,
becinse it 18 held by an orgnnir.ed hos-
tile and belligerent power;' to-tnorrow
that line is at Richmond, and then all
botween Gettysborg and Richmond is
not enemy’s Lerritory, becnuse it is not
held by the enemy. To-day that *lino
of bayonets” bears hard upon Louis-
ville, and “all south is enemy's territo-
ry"'—to-morrow that line is at Chatta-
noogn, Atlanta, Savannah, Columbia,
Ruleigh! To-day that line is at Jefler-
son City; to-morrow at Little Rock, at
Shreveport, at Galveston, at the Rio
Grunde—nowhere! Now, who, I nsk,
ever has defined or everahall orcan de-
fine the limsits of the rebellion, so as to
determine that ull wera enemies within
certain fixed geogrnphical limits? How
long 'pzieupancy by the enemy and
s ul nequi
tants, does it uira to convert the citi-
zon into a “publie_enemy,"” a day, a
month, or n yenr? I trost the gentle-
mun from Penosylvania never got
south of that “line of bayonets,” and
thus beeame an “alien enemy," L'hnugh
it sirikes me I have hea

thut Lhe
‘“line of bayonets” wasatsome time ex-
tended nortli of some of 'his property,
which must now be linble to seizure ¥
the Governmentas “enemy's property,’’
beenuse it was within “enemy’s terri-
tory,'” “cluimed and held in possession
by un organized hostile and belligerent
power."

W hat, sir, is the legitimate bearing of
this doctrine upon the fundamental

rineiples of our governinent? This

ill, sir, contains on its face, though
somewhat veiled, and is so interpreted
by 1ts author, the monstrous doctrine
the enormity of which I have been én-
deavoring 1o ex nize this
doctrine as a principle In vur govern-
wmentund rebellion will cease to be an
individual crime, and treason will be
impossible, because the instant you
engage in them lyou become an “alien
enemy,"” ‘entitled to  ‘‘belligerent
rights,” and can be dealt with only in
accordance with the Inw of nations as a
“‘public enemy.” In this way, sir, I
admit that the committee has found
the great papacea for all our troubles—
the 'gu-na and “irreversible quutnuu:-o
agalnst rebellion and treason—by le-
gulizing them. Wonderful discovery!
Yet how plain, bow simple! How is
Columbus vatatripped In teaching his
wondering admireras iow to set an egg
on end !
‘The invention all admire, and each, how

He to be the Inyantor m! 3 RO easy it

SOATIS,
Ones fonnd, which, yet unfoand, most would
have thought

Impossible,”

What, think yon, wonld our revolu-
tionary fathers, who said that levying
war against the United States was
treason to be punished by the muniei-
pal law, think if they should from
their graves to find what fools they are

by the inhably| p

people, have tri phed, or that a great
people, powerful in war, united by dis-
nster, have fuiled in the bour of tri-
umph, have proved themselves incapa-
ble of securing the blessings and reap-
ing the fruits of victory ? Heaven save
my country!
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ment who have not fre

And in the case of Kelley vs. Harri-
son, 2 Johneon's cases, page 29, the
court held thut—

“Thedivislun of an emplre works no for-
feiture of o rignt previousiv acqalred, und as
# conssquence of it, ail the citizens of the
United states who were bora prior Lo our in-
aependence, and under the alleginnee of Lthe
King of Great Britain, woold be still entitled
e Briialn to the rights of British sub-

. This very lnngunagehas been reaffirm-
ed by the gupren e Court of the United
States; and nll these J)rinclples here
contended for are as old s the law and
are of upiversal acceptapes, except
with the mew school of authorities,
who have notyet published thelr works,

Does, then,, the obligation of jmpar-
tinl justice on the part of the govern-
ment toward the subject or citizen
cease, while that of fealty on his purt
remains ; or does the obligution of feulty
altnch withoot earrying with it all the
rights aod Eri_vllegu of eitizenship?
No, they both cease at oneand ths same
time, the same instant, wben the goy-
ernment acknowledges its inability to
extend 118 protection to him, and not
until then, Bot am I told that the ex-
ercise and according of belligerent
vil war uctuall
amounted, in contemplation of public
law, to an acknowledguent of the sev-
eranice by the Unlted States? If 5o,
then all loyal and disloyal, “withont
distinetion of race,

ol lo
Qobdition of slavery,' within the Hmisy

discovered to have bean? *“Angels
und ministera of gruce,” spirits of B&\m ogomomfn%
Washington, Jefferson, Madison and gmul Knowladge, Constantly on hand:
Hamilton, *defend us" from s \bles, Tracts, and Hymn Books, Bun-
herauiy. dl}yue.h«wl nnd D ﬁolog!cn Publications, of

I, sir, am neither misrepresenting the onm],“Amw in wun"'"‘#ﬂnuhmh for Phillp
principles of this bill nor planing a false Fhl!hg'.? Sunday School Musio Book,
construction upon this doctrine, It Is|*M ves" Addressorders to
the one Ie‘adlng iden whlllch B been G gﬂ%mﬂm.\m A '3"
persistently p y the gentlemun Agen nday -
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Sitevens) in | b nfr'{-f'u“mm -m " and “Sunday
connection with every re which hool Times.” mars-1y.
has been introduced looking to a restor-
uluon otfi ul:n;1 Uailon. Ir.ml:b o construc- Tobacco.
tion which hegives tot ill, of which ST RECE!
he himselfis I.Eanullmr. Itisthe prin- bb %’mﬁour mmWED:’\r n'%gu‘_g
ciple turther presented by him in the | lected and best brands and now offer for sale.
following section of the bill offered by gm-" Hiswathin Navy 3«
him to the House on yesterday : Al I TR

Hece. 8, All persons who leld office, either 2 “ Oid Buckeye Brigh
elvil or milltary, under the government call- 2 “ Crown, Dark 3a.
2d e “Confederale Siates of America,” or Lo Taylor, Dark 3.
whaswore all L] wnwrfu“mmm are 1 * Bunny South, Fancy Twiat,
hmb{ decla 1o have jorielted their cit- 12 (;old 1, Fancy.
zenuulp and 19 have renounced their alle- 10 3¢ Butis, Genuine 'ﬂrnm [ 5
glanes to the United States, and shall nct be 15 ] oles Daric 1o,
entitied Lo exerciss the slective franchilse un- 2 “ _ Bright 3gannd 10 3ds.
til Ave years after they abrll bave flied thelr 3 cages B s,
intentiun or desire 1o be relavested with the ¥3 LIST. MORRISON & CO.
D 16 Lo DDIte, Biacem Riul Secicanics SE

ce o -

b to womno“mmmmmﬁnd- Becon'd st'ock
€ Jo\'ernmeml. the sald appication o be oF
i and osth tagen in the same courts that d
are authorized by liw to naturalize -| SPRING AND SUMMER GOODS,

e, .
“Forfeited their citizenship;’ not
citizens, then aliens, Citizens oply can
be punished for treason. Jeff, Davis
“held office under and swore alleginnce
to the so-called Confederuta

America ;' hence Jefl. Davis is an allen,
and henea he cunnoot be tried and pun-
ished for tréason sgainst the United
] Let us sir, befy we

make this leap. -

Sir, this }s a subject which deserves
the most eareful and serious considera-
tion ol this Congress and of the country.
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citizens—yet unborn, and apon the fi-
tare prosperity, security lnﬂ'ap piness
of our entire common onnnul'y. have
examined the plan (if plan it may be
called) of reconstruction submitted by
the committee, with a mind, I think,

divested of Grejudlw apd with the per-|-

manent welfare of iny conntry only in
view, and I am uonble to glve the plan
my support, believing, for the reasons
stuted, that if adopted it wounld be *m,.
dnctive of more evil than good. It is

or

bably not my place to mﬂ,
e % farther than has been in-
I have mads in
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